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LIBRARIES IN INSTITUTIONS: OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED 


Libraries in institutions are exciting places. Each one of them is 
different, but all are important to those 138,000 persons who must spend 
time within an institution, whether it be a tuberculosis hospital, re- 
formatory, maximum security prison, mental hospital, state training school 
or school for mental defectives. To give some idea of this phase of li- 
brary work, librarians in various institutions in New York State have been 
asked to send us news notes. 


Mrs, Marian B. Chapell, librarian of the State Agricultural and Indus- 
trial School at Industry, writes: "We discovered we had a ninth grade 
student who wanted to read, but who would accept only very easy books 
suitable for fourth or fifth grade, chiefly comics." A bargain was made 
with this boy. If he would read one book a month that the librarian se- 
lected, she would not criticize the other things he read. This was a 
challenge to the librarian as well as to the boy. She took it very 
seriously, carefully selecting titles gripping in interest and attrac- 
tive in format. The resulting progress has been amazing. 


“Another boy was determined to meet the literature requirements for 
the next grade so that he would not be behind his regular class when he 
was paroled. The extra hours of individual help necessary to evaluate 
his voluntary reading were rewarded by the boy's passing the English III 
Regents examination. The following June, the same boy, now paroled, 
graduated from his local high school." 


"We are somewhat hampered in meeting the needs of these boys by lack 
of materials. Much of our collection consists of donated books which 
have outlived their usefulness elsewhere. We feel that an adequately 
equipped library is far more essential in our case than in any public 
school. Our boys have no other source of books and many of them come 
to us with reading problems." 


Books play an important role in prisons. Although some prison admin- 
istrators place definite restrictions on the use of the libraries, most 
of these restrictions are due to the lack of personnel to man the library 
adequately and to supervise those going to and from the library. This has 
resulted sometimes in locking an inmate librarian into the library to 
charge out books through a grilled window or in taking orders for books 
selected from catalogs printed about once a year. A number of prisons, 
however, make the library available to all. Time is allowed each week 
for the men to visit the library to select their own books. Under the 
supervision of the education supervisors, inmate librarians serve the 
men, a system which has worked fairly well. 


With good library resources and encouragement from the prison staff, 
the opportunities for self-education in prison are innumerable. We know 
of men who have learned the techniques of writing while confined to 
prison; others have studied engineering and passed the examination when 
paroled, One, interested in human relations and good personnel practices, 
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became an authority on the subject, completed his collese training and 
is presently employed as a high-salaried executive. These are only a few 
of the many examples of inmates who have helped themselves. 


Dr. Austin H. MacCormick, Executive Director of the Osborne Associa- 
tion, Inc., when asked whether there are any statistics to prove that books 
and reading aid in rehabilitation, replied: "There is no conclusive evi- 
dence, but neither is there evidence to show that any particular thing is 
incontestably an effective element in rehabilitation. There are too many 
contributing factors. We know of many instances where people are not re- 
habilitated, where they go into a state of dry rot in an institution, and 
we know that the library holds the fort against this to a large extent. 
Experienced institution officials are certain that libraries have therapeu- 
tic value, promote good morale, fill in many a long and dreary hour con- 
structively, are invaluable educational agencies, and foster improved 
social attitudes." 


Library programs include Great Books discussion groups, reading 
courses, regular class visits to the library utilizing library materials 
and teacher participation in stimulating reading. These, together with 
several well-organized libraries available to all inmates, indicate that 
New York State penal institutions are moving in the right direction to 
achieve good libraries in every institution. 


"It is the objective of the patients' library in a mental institution 
to share with other departments of the hospital the responsibility for 
keeping the patient in touch with reality while he is in the hospital and 
to contribute to his eventual recovery and return to the community." This 
statement by Mrs. Ruth Seibert, librarian of the Buffalo State Hospital, 
introduces an outline of their library service which consists of activi- 
ties for the patients in the pleasant, non-hospital-like library and of 
cart service in the wards for those unable to come to the library. This 
two-part service is available to mental hospitals whenever there is an 
assistant librarian. Where there is only one librarian, the library pro- 
gram must be tailored to fit the institution program, layout of buildings 
and other available help. Sometimes volunteers make additional service 
possible as in Brooklyn State Hospital and Rochester State Hospital. 


One of the most valuable parts of the library program in a mental 
hospital is the training and supervision of patients who work in the li- 
brary. Such work helps them to re-establish self-confidence, restore 
their initiative, adjust to working conditions in an atmosphere where 
they feel social equality. They have an opportunity to help fellow pa- 
tients and employees and to forget for a time their own particular prob- 
lems. Mrs. Harriet Burns, librarian of the Rockland State Hospital, has 
told of many instances in which the patients have benefited. "A doctor 
brought us a young man, a college graduate, interested in books and 
willing to try. In the beginning he was shy, sensitive about being a 
mental patient and he had never enjoyed meeting people. The change in 
this boy was unbelievable. He had to talk to people, so he did —- at 
first reluctantly, but at last enthusiastically. As he met staff, em- 
Pployees and patients on an equal social basis, he began to forget that 
he was a patient. As people were constantly asking him questions about 
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the library that only he could answer, he became important and gained 
self-confidence again. He was asked to suggest books, and the day that 
his doctor came in and inquired: 'Got anything good to read?' was a red- 
letter day for him. For me it was a revelation, for I realized that 
while he was helping us we were helping him." 


Buffalo State Hospital reports a regular program for those needing 
and desiring remedial reading. This service started with reading help 
for the foreign-born, but has developed to include those recommended by 
the doctors and psychologist. At present 12 men and women are regularly 
receiving individual instruction. Results have been rewarding. Patients 
with mental ages of five years and I.Q.s as low as 34 have show marked 
progress when retested. The psychological effects are even more ndo- 
ticeable. Physical appearance, social and work attitudes have improved 
@ great deal. Marcy State Hospital and Rockland State Hospital report 
similar good results. That this special reading instruction is benefi- 
cial is apparent, but there is little opportunity to develop it within 
the present crowded schedules of hospital librarians. 


The libraries in the state hospitals mean much to the patients. At 
Middletown State Homeopathic Hospital, after the closing of the library 
for two weeks while the librarian was on vacation, one woman exclaimed, 
"Well, that was the longest two weeks I ever spent!" And again at Harlem 
Valley State Hospital, a patient, anticipating leaving the hospital soon, 
writes: "When I leave Harlem Valley I shall forget many things, but not 
its library." 


Among the hospitals under the jurisdiction of the Health Department, 
the tuberculosis hospital libraries come under the supervision of the 
occupational therapist or education supervisor. They make use of patient 
help and gifts to provide book service. The exception is the Rehabili- 
tation Hospital where physically handicapped of all ages from infancy to 
adulthood are treated. Here an active library is maintained under the 
guidance of Ruth E. Whitten, education supervisor. Mildred Tostevin, the 
librarian, takes books to the wards each week, holds story hours and read- 
ing-aloud periods in the wards and in the library room. There is every 


attempt to interest patients in reading, since their activities are 
limited. 


Programs vary a great deal in our institution libraries today. Some 
have developed to a point of satisfactory service, others are barely 
started. Committees are at work to define library objectives and stand- 
ards which each institution will find necessary and acceptable. We know 
that more librarians are needed to work with the institution population 
and personnel. We know that books, carefully selected to serve the needs 
within the institution, should be available regularly each year. To 
achieve our objectives, we shall need the interest, understanding and 
help of all who are aware of the importance of good reading. We place 
much emphasis today on the rehabilitation of the individual. Our institu- 
tion libraries are truly rehabilitation centers with unlimited opportu- 
nities for service. 


-- Marion H. Vedder 
Institution Library Consultant 
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Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscell 


Building plant shelters and garden work centers. Reprinted from Sunset 
Magazine. lane Publishing Co. Menlo Park, California, 1951. 
78. $1. 


Campana, D.M. The beginner in china painting. D. M. Campana. 
Chicago, Ill. 1949. ¢14p.23 


The teacher of china painting. 10th reprint. 
D. M. Campana. Chicago, Ill. 1950. 138p. $1. incl. postage. 


Extra livability in today's homes; a portfolio of architectural designs 
for plywood built-ins. Douglas Fir Plywood Association. 
Tacoma 2, Washington. 1951. 17p. free. 


The first book of feltcraft. Feltcraft is funcraft. Fun with 
Felt Corporation, 215 Middle Neck Road, Great Neck, N.Y. 1951. 
3lp. 50¢. 


Fun with felt; catalogue and instruction manual. Fun with Felt 
Corporation, 215 Middle Neck Road, Great Neck, N.Y. 1951. 
48p. 25¢. 


Neisser, E.G. When children start dating. Better living booklet. 
Science Research Associates, Inc., 57 W. Grand Ave., Chicago 10, 
Ill. 1951. 4p. 4O¢. 


Perkins, Dexter and Conant, J.B. The story of U.S. foreign policy. 
Headline series no. 90. Foreign Policy Association, Inc. 
22 B. 38th St., New York 16.  WNov.-Dec. 1951. 62p. 35¢. 


Philip, André. The Schuman Plan; nucleus of a Buropean community. 
American Committee on United Europe. 537 Fifth Ave., New York 17. 
June 1951. 4é6p. 


U MT universal military training and service act. The new draft law 
with 1951 amendments approved June 19, 1951. Commerce Clearing 
House, Inc., 522 Fifth Ave., New York 18. 1951. 64p. $1. 


Vogel, V.H. and Vogel, V.E. Facts about narcotics. life adjustment 
booklet. Science Research Associates, Inc., 57 West Grand Ave., 
Chicago 10, Ill. 1951. 49p. 4O¢. 
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Suggested by Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: *of first interest; .Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Anderson, Mary. Woman at work; the autobiography of Mary Anderson 
as told to Mary N. Winslow. Univ. of Minnesota Press. $3.50. 

The unvarnished portrait of a tireless and selfless worker and 
leader who retired as head of the Women's Bureau of the Department 
of Labor, Washington, in 1944, feeling that she has "had a fine, 
full life." Photographs. Index. B or 92 


YP “Angier, Vena, & Angier, Bradford. At home in the woods; living the 
RH life of Thoreau today. Sheridan House. $3.50. 
A young Boston couple's enthusiastic story of practical adaptation 
to wilderness life in British Columbia where they "put Thoreau to 
the test" with great success. Photographs. 917.11 


Bilmanis, Alfred. A history of Latvia. Princeton Univ. Press. $6. 
Full-length, definitive history of the little-known Baltic country 
by a distinguished Latvian who played an important part during 
crucial years for his people. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography, 
index. 947.4 


Browd, V.L. The new way to better hearing; through hearing re- 
education. Crown. 

Including practice sessions, an experienced physician explains his 
method of improving hearing in a clearly stated volume for the 
person impaired in hearing, his parents or relatives, teachers, 
social workers and special therapists. Charts and tests in appen- 
dixes. 617.8 


Burks, A.J. Bells above the Amazon. McKay. $3. 

For 27 years Father Hugo worked among the isolated tribes along 
the Cururu River and this simple, sincere narrative pays tribute 
to the wise, whole-souled founder of a Franciscammission in the 
Brazilian jungle. Map frontispiece. B or 92 


Cabell, J.B. Quiet, please. Univ. of Florida Press. $3. 
Mannered, highly polished essays on some phases of writing today 
by the ironic author of Jurgen. Introduction by Marjorie Burke. 
Photograph frontispiece of Cabell's head, sculptured by Hollis H. 
Holbrook. 814 
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Y Cole, B.D. &Starr, P.B, Making pottery for profit. Sterling. $2.95. 
Lively, inclusive volume on ceramic ware with "real, down-to-earth, 
practical suggestions of just what to make and how and where to sell 
it." Illustrations. Price-range list. 738.3 


"Dole, Mrs M.H. Trailering at sixty-five. Exposition Press. $3. 
An adventurous, retired school teacher decided a trailer was the 
least expensive way to realize her iife-long desire for travel and 
this breezy account of experiences on solitary, cross-country trips 
offers practical advice on the purchase, equipment and operation of 
the modern trailer. 629.2 


Fosdick, R.B. The story of the Rockefeller Fcundation. Harper. $4.50. 
A formerpresident of the Rockefellex Foundation describes its various 
activities and outlines the principles that have guided this pioneer 
institution. "dedicated to the well-being of mankind throughout the 
world. " Photesraphs. Apperdixes, notes, index 061 


Graham. Philip. Showboats; the history of an American institution. 
Univ. of Texas Press. $3.75. 

From original sources and interviews with retired showboat people, 
the author authentically follows the fascinating trail of the float- 
ing theaters that contiibuted so much to frontier social and cultural 
life. Photographs. Appendix, bibliography, index. 792 


Gunning. Robert. The technique of clear writing. McGraw-Hill. $3.50. 

Sparkling, useful chapters to help analyze and improve writing for 

all "who would like to see their professions freed of jargon." Word 
808 


lists and other matter in appendixes. index. 


YP “Gunther, John. Eisenhower, the man and the symbol. Harper. $2.50. 

RH Based on a recent interview and extensive reading, this is a lucid, 
anecdotal appraisal of Eisenhower's personality. background, career 
and future. Chart. Bibliography, index. About one fifth of the mater- 
ial appeared originally in Look. B or 92 

YP *What Eisenhower thinks, ed. by Allan Taylor (Crewell. $2.75. B or 92) 

RH presents through quoted and interpreted portions of addresses and 
statements the General's views on some of the more important foreign 
and domestic issues, and alse gives briefly his biographical back- 
ground. Photographs. 


Herman, Lewis. A practical manual of screen playwriting, for the 
theater and television films. World Pub. Co. $3.50. 

Expert, comprehensive volume on motior-picture techniques, including 
filmic and writing components with emphasis on feature films for 
theaters and dramatic films for television. Photographs. Index. 808.2 


YP *Ileana, Princess of Romania. I live again. Rinehart. $4. 

RH With charm and simplicity the courageous, warmhearted dsughter of 
Queen Marie of Romania describes her royal. background, her work as 
a nurse during World War II and her happy adjustment to life in this 
country, while retaining her "strong and abiding love for Romania." 
Map, photographs. Index. B or 92 
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Kamm, J.0. Making profits in the stock market. World Pub. Co. $2. 
An economist with many years of investment experience brings the 
reader succinct, "essential information needed to gain a background 
sufficient to permit him to initiate an investment program on a 
sound basis." Charts. Index. 332.6 


Kates, G.N. The years that were fat; Peking: 1933-1940. Harper. $3.75. 
After mastering the difficult Chinese language,the author, a "student 
bachelor," came to be considered "almost Chinese" in Peking and of 
his seven idyllic years there he writes with fine literary skill as 
he perceptively reveals the subtleties of Chinese character and cul- 
ture. Photographs. 915.1 


YP *Kimbrough, Emily. Through Charley's door. Harper. $3. 

RH A Junior League member and recent college graduate in 1923, the author 
applied for work in Marshall Field's advertising department and here 
deftly and accurately depicts her bewildering introduction to the 
business world. Illustrations. 658.8 


Lease, Mrs Ruth, & Siks, Mrs G.B. Creative dramatics in home, school 
and community. Harper. $4. 

This original and suggestive volume for parents, teachers and com- 
munity workers interprets the philosophy of dramatic play and ex- 
plains the techniques of creative teaching. Material for dramatiza- 
tion, dramatic play and pantomimes, bibliography, index. 792 


Lee, C.G, & Henschel, Richard. Douglas MacArthur. Holt. $6. 
Written in defense of the "contending and controversial" General, 
this informal biography stresses his family background and the 
events that shaped his career, analyzing his Asia versus Europe 
policy. Excellent picture-life supplement contains many photographs 
not previously published. Maps on end papers. Index. B or 92 


Loggins, Vernon. The Hawthornes; the story of seven generations of 
an American family. Columbia Univ. Press. $5. 

Traces the line of Nathaniel Hawthorne's ancestry in an admirably 
condensed, scholarly volume. Bibliographical note, index. B or 92 


McConnell, F.J. Bp. By the way; an autobiography. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury. $3.50. 

Informal reminiscences of the Methodist bishop who has taken an 
active part in the changing social and religious movements of the 
past 50 years and worked so unceasingly for church union. Photo- 
graphs. Index. B or 92 


_. Theodore. Saints for our times. Appleton-Century-Crofts. 
3.50. 

In freshly presenting the lives of saints from the 12th to the 20th 
century, the writer draws upon fact and legend to portray those "at 
the same time like and unlike the rest of us" who are closely re- 
lated to our day. B or 92 


PH “Moses, Mrs A.M.R. Grandma Moses, my life's history; ed. by Otto 
Kallir. Harper. $3.50. 
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Written and told in her own words,these delightful pages recall 
Grandma Moses! early childhood, her married years, her discovery 
of artistic talent when almost 80 and "the extraordinary events 
that followed." Reproductions of 16 paintings in color and other 
photographs. Bor 92 


Mowat, Farley. People of the Deer. (Atlantic Monthly Press bk) 
Little. 

For almost two years a young Canadian lived among a nearly extinct 
tribe of Eskimos, northwest of Hudson Bay, and, filled with affec- 
tion and respect for them, deplores the white traders' decimation 

of the caribou herds on which the primitive and intelligent People 
depend for their existence. Map on end papers, illustrations. 917.2 


YP “Pardue, Austin. Bp. Create and make new. Harper. $1.50. 

RH Considering Lent as a season "for practical applicatimof spiritual 
principles to our private and collective problems," the Bishop of 
Pittsburgh shows how a personal faith and moral strength may be 
attained by positive thoughts in our hearts. 242.3 


Philbrick, H.A. I led 3 lives: citizen, "Communist," counterspy. 
McGraw-Hill. $3.50. 

This is the straightforward, objective account of a loyal young 
American's careful and dangerous work as an F.B.I. counterspy to 
probe Communist activities and influence in this country and to 
unmask the 11 party leaders brought to trial in 1949. Photographr. 
Appendixes, index. 335.4 


Rehm, George. Twelve cows —— and we're in clover; the story of a 
man who bought a farm. Morrow. $3. 

Following a newspaper career of 30 years in Europe, the author 
bought a farm in Pennsylvania where he took to raising cows and 
here describes his eventual success and the deep satisfaction of 
country living. Index. 630.1 


Rendel, John. The dog book. Sterling. $2.95. 
Accompanied by photographs or drawings, useful and varied infor- 
mation is given by the kennel editor of The New York Times on dog 
shows and field trials, breeds, training and care of dogs. No — 
36.7 
Y “Simplified dog behavior for home, car and street, by Fred Otte, jr. 
(World Pub. Co. $2. 636.7) is a "textbook to help any man, woman, 
or teen-age boy or girl teach his dog proper behavior for the home, 
car, or street," telling also how to win at obedience trials. Photo- 
graphs and line drawings. Glossary, index. 


Scholes, W.A. Fourteen men; the story of the Antarctic expedition 
to Heard Island. Dutton. $4. 
The thrilling record of a hazardous mission to a small island south 
of Australia where a group of intrepid men established a weather 
station and mapped the remote region during long, snowbound months. 
Maps, photographs. 919.9 
YP “Stuart, F.S. Wild wings. McGraw-Hill. $3.50. 
RE Sensitively written volume about the migration of wild dueks, each 


The Bookmark ~132- March, 1952 





incident "built from actual observation" by the writer or "much more 
famous naturalist friends." 598.41 
*Migration of birds, by F.C. Lincoln (Doubleday. $1. 598.2) briefly 
presents facts on the migratory habits of birds, which should be 
helpful for conservation, bird-study classes and individuals con- 
cerned. Maps. Appendixes, bibliography, index. 


Fiction 


Carey, Mrs E.G. Jumping Jupiter. Crowell. $3. 

To meet her January sales figures, attractive Kay Linsey, toy buyer 
in a huge department store, launches a novelty goat, Jumping Jupiter, 
and this entertaining, somewhat obvious tale, mirrors the hectic pace 
of merchandising and rivalry that ends happily for Kay with romance, 
too. 


Du Maurier, Daphne. My cousin Rachel. Doubleday. $3. 

Philip Ashley is the teller of this brooding story about the strange 
Marriage and death of his cousin Ambrose in Florence and the prolonged 
visit to the Cornwall estate, to which he is heir, of Ambrose's fas- 
cinating widow, Rachel, whose disturbing and sinister presence leaves 
an unsolved mystery. 


PR “Dyer, Murray. The bridge of heaven. Harper. $3.50. 


PR 
H 


At the beginning of the century, three young Englishmen go to Japan 
as missionaries and this virile, absorbing narrative tells of John 

Randall's strong faith, his lovely American wife's skepticism, his 

best friend's turn to medicine and the changes wrought in 50 years 

as Japan reacts variously to Western civilization. 


McCrone, Guy. The Hayburn family. Farrar. $3. 

Delicate Robin, adopted son of Phoebe and Henry Hayburn, is in Mentone 
in 1901 and there falls in love and begins a writing career only to 
succumb to weak lungs, to the severe disappointment of his solid, 
Scottish father, whose plans for a successor to his prosperous busi- 
ness are frustrated. Readers of Red plush and Aunt Bel will enjoy this 
slight, charming vignette, complete in itself. 


Pinckney, Josephine. My son and foe. Viking. $3. 

Into the unconventional Metellus household on a small Caribbean is- 
land wanders an engineer on a holiday, who soon becomes aware of ten- 
sions between vivid Elsi, her two sons and second husband and against 
the beautiful, natural setting, the subtle interplay of personality is 
worked out with its inevitable tragic ending. Adult reading. 


Remarque, E.M. Spark of life; tr. from the German by James Stern. 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. $3.75. 

Impressive but repelling, starkly realistic picture of the indom 
itable human spirit as evidenced in a small unit of a German concentra- 
tion camp, while liberation by American forces is awaited. Not for 

the squeamish. 


Wilson, Damsey. The dark mare. Doubleday. $3.50. 
As the first woman candidate for President of the United States, her 
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husband and three children tensely await the returns on Election Day, 
195-, her career is revealed in flashbacks and the family conflicts 
that have developed with her pursuit of politics are satisfactorily 
resolved in a breezy, plausible novel. 


Mysteries 


PR “Bacon, Peggy. The inward eye. Scribner. $2.50. 

PR Benson, Ben. Stamped for murder. Mill. $2.50. 

PRH*Bonett, John, & Bonett, Emery. Not in the script. (Crime club) 
Doubleday. $2.50. 

PRH*Carey, Bernice. The three widows. (Crime Club) Doubleday. $2.50. 


Juveniles 


Aistrop, J.B. Fun at the zoo. Roy. $2.75. (9-12) 
Aldis, Mrs D.K. lucky year; illus. by John Dukes McKee. Rand McNally. 
$2.50. (9-12) 
Bowen, R.S. Pitcher of the year. Lothrop. $2.50. (Older boys and girls) 
Brindze, Ruth. The story of the totem pole; illus. by Yeffe Kimball. 
Vanguard. $2.50. (9-12) 
Coggins, Jack, & Pratt, Fletcher. Rockets, jets, guided missiles and 
space ships. Random House. $1. (9-12) 
Collin, Hedvig. Nils, the island boy; illus. by the author. Viking. $2. 
(Under 9) 
Commager, H.S. Chestnut Squirrel; illus. by Lisl Weil. Houghton. §2. 
(Under 9) 
Considine, R.B. The Panama canal; illus. by Fritz Kredel. (Landmark 
bks) Random House. $1.50. (9-12) 
Daringer, H.F. Stepsister Sally; illus. by Garrett Price. Harcourt. 
$2.25. (9-12) 
French, Paul. David Starr, space ranger. Doubleday. $2.50. 
(Older boys and girls) 
Galt, T.F. Peter Zenger, fighter for freedom; illus. by Ralph Ray. 
Crowell. $3. (9-12) 
Gulick, Peggy, & Dresser, Elizabeth. Dear Uncle Looy; illus. by the 
authors. Knopf. $1.75. (Under 9) 
Kalashnikoff, Nicholas. The defender; illus. by Claire and George Louden, 
jr. Scribner. $2. (Older boys and girls) 
McCracken, Harold. The Flaming Bear. Lippincott. $2.50. 
(Older boys and girls) 
McMeekin, Mrs I.M. Ban-Joe and Grey Eagle; illus. by Corinne Boyd 
Dillon. Watts. $2.50. (9-12) 
Nolan, Mrs J.C. IaSalle and the grand enterprise. Messner. $2.75. 
(Older boys and girls) 
Norton, A.M. (Andre Norton, pseud.) Huon of the horn; illus. by Joe 
Krush. Harcourt. $2.75. (9-12) 
Pauli, H.E. Lincoln's little correspondent; illus. by Fritz Kredel. 
Doubleday. $2.50. (9-12) 
Scott, Mrs Sally. Binky's fire; illus. by Beth Krush. Harcourt. $1.75. 
(Under 9) 
Semrad, A.R. The zoo; illus. by Ralph Graham. Rand McNally. $2. (Under 9) 
Shippen, K.B. Leif Eriksson, first voyager to America. Harper. $2. 
(Older boys and girls) 
Stirling, L.M. Jockie; a story of Prince Edward Island; illus. by Bob 
Meyers. Scribner. $2. (9-12) 
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SOME RECENT BOOKS FOR THE SLOW READER 


compiled by Marion H. Vedder 
Institution Library Consultant 


This list is intended to supplement the several excellent basic lists 
and the suggestions made by reading specialists at the three Reading Prob- 
lems Workshops held in the Fall of 1951 at Buffalo, Syracuse and New York 
City. Mrs. Laura Dunklin, Dr. William B. Sheldon, Dr. Stella Center and 
Edna Morgenthaler, in their advice to State institution librarians, gave 
many practical suggestions. With these in mind, the following list has 
been developed from the books of the past two years. Reading level is 
indicated by grade, the numerals in ( ). High interest level should make 
the books useful with teen-agers and adults with reading problems. 


Anderson, C.W, Blaze finds the trail. Macmillan, 1950 $1.25 (3) 
large type, good story interest with.life-like drawings of horses. 
Other titles: 


the gypsies. 


Atwater, M.M. Avalanche patrol. Random, 1951 $2.75 (5+) 
A ski resort mystery and adventure story. Great appeal. Good character 
development. 


Aulaire, Ingri d' and Aulaire, E.P. d'. Benjamin Franklin. Doubleday, 
1950 $2.50 (3-5) 

Introductory picture-book biography. Also: Abraham Lincoln, George 
Washington, Leif the Lucky, Pocahontas. 


Bailey, Bernadine. Picture book of New Jersey. Whitman, 1951 $1 (4) 
Series on states describing interesting episodes, industries, products, 
famous places and people. Also series on countries. 


Beim, Jerrold. Swimming hole. Morrow, 1951 $2 (1-2) 
This story shows that race does not matter. 


Bethers, Ray. Perhaps I'll be a farmer. Aladdin, 1950 $1.75; library 
edition $2.25 (5) 

Brief but effective summary of the phases of farming. Other titles in- 
clude railroading and sailing which are somewhat easier reading. 


Billings, Henry. Diesel-electric 4030. Viking, 1950 $2.50 (54) 
Descriptive book, fascinating for all train lovers. 


Bontemps, A.W. and Conroy, Jack. Sam Patch, the high, wide and handsome 
jumper. Houghton, 1951 $2 (4) 

Spectacular contest in high diving and broad jumping. Plenty of humor 
and action in this tall tale. 


Bronson, W.S. Cats. Harcourt, 1950 $1.75 (3-4) 
Science picture book with appeal and good information. Also: Starlings, 
Turtles, Coyotes. 
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Burton, V.L. Calico, the wonder horse. Houghton, 1950 $2 (3) 
Told in pictures, comic strip fashion. Other titles by author: Mike 
Mulligan and his steam shovel, Katy and the big snow. 


Chase, Richard. Wicked John and the devil. Houghton, 1951 $2 (4) 
Picture-book version of a southern mountain folk tale. 


Cleary, Beverly. Ellen Tebbits. Morrow, 1951 $2 (4-5) 
Although the heroine is only eight, the episodes have real humor and 


appeal. Also: Henry Huggins. 


Coffin, R.P.T. Life in America - New England. Fideler, 1951 $2.36. (4) 
Simple text, excellent photographs and picture maps. Other books on the 
Northwest, South, Midwest, Great Plains, West. 


Coggins, Jack and Pratt, Fletcher. Rockets, jets, guided missiles and 
space ships. Random, 1951 $1 
History and up-to-date information, copious illustrations. 


Curtis, A.T. A little maid of old New York. Knopf, 1951 $2 (4-5) 
Story of courage and adventure. New editions of other titles in series. 


Day, Donald and Day, Beth. Will Rogers, the boy roper. Houghton, 1950 
$2.25 (4) 

Easier reading but not as interesting a biography as Shannon Garst's 
Will Rogers, the immortal cowboy. Messner, $2.75 


Dickinson, Alec. The real book about amazing animals. Garden City by 
arrangement with Franklin Watt, 1951 $1.25 (4-5) 

About all types of strange animals. Nine other titles in series ready; 
ten more to be published early in 1952. 


ss _— Washington, the Nation's first hero. Morrow, 1951 

$2 (4-5 

Begins when Washington reaches the age of 21. Attractive format. Also: 
That lively man, Ben Franklin: 


Elting, Mary. The first book of nurses. Watts, 1951 $1.75 (3-5) 
Colorful information books in the "first book" series include: babies, 
baseball, cats, cowboys, dogs, firemen, horses, Indians, jokes, stones, 
trains, trucks, etc. 


Farley, Walter. Island stallion's fury. Random, 1951 $2 (5#) 
An exciting horse story, the sixth by this popular author. 


Foster, Genevieve. Abraham Lincoln: an initial biography. Scribner, 
1950 $2 (4) 
Also: George Washington and Andrew Jackson. 


Franklin, G.C. Wild horses of the Rio Grande. Houghton, 1951 $3 (5%) 
Twelve horse stories full of action and information. Also: Monte, 
about a fierce grizzly. Houghton $2.25. 
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Geisel, T.S. If I ran the zoo. Random, 1950 $2 (2-3) 
With humor for all ages. Also: McHElligot's pool, 500 hats of Bartholomew 
Cubbins, Horton hatches the ege, Thidwick the great-hearted moose. 


Grant, Bruce. The cowboy encyclopedia. Rand, 1951 $2.75 (5+) 
Complete information on cowboy life and lore. Well illustrated. 


Gretor, Esther. Kippie the cow. Messner, 1951 $2 (4) 
Humor in the adventures of a farmer's attempts to sell a cow. 


Harris, Leila and Harris, Kilroy. Let's read about Australia. 
Fideler, 1950 $2.95 (45) 

Attractive photographic presentation -- simple text. Other countries: 
Brazil, Alaska, Russia, South America, India, Mexico, Canada, China, 
Hawaiian Islands. 


Haywood, Carolyn. Eddie and Gardenia. Morrow, 1951 $2 (3-4) 
Humorous story with ranch setting. Also: little Eddie, Eddie and the 
fire engine. 


Henry, Marguerite. Album of horses. Rand, 1951 $2.95 (5+) 
Information, anecdotes and stories about 24 breeds of horses. 


Hogben, Lancelot, ed. The first great inventions. Lothrop, 1950 
$1.50 (4-5) 

Colorfully illustrated condensed story of inventions. Other similar 
titles: 


Hunt, G.P. The story of the U. S. Marines. Random, 1951 $1.50 (4-5) 
The Landmark books vary somewhat in quality and appeal, but on the whole 
are a most useful series to provide interesting historical background. 
About 20 titles now available. 


Huntington, H.E. Aircraft, U.S.A. Doubleday, 1951 $2.50 (4-5) 
Excellent photographs and descriptive text of the newest American designs 
in aircraft. Other titles with similar format: Let's go outdoors, Let's 
go to the seashore, Let's go to the desert. 


Hurd, E.T. Old Silversides. Lothrop, 1951 $1.50 (3-4) 
Informational story picture-book about a bus. Other stories: Caboose, 


engine No. 9, Benny the bulldozer. 

Lansing, E.H. Shoot for a mle. Crowell, 1951 $2 (4-5) 

A Kentucky mountain story with a shooting match to decide who owns the 
mule. 


Larom, H.V. Bronco Charlie. McGraw-Hill, 1951 $2 (4) 
Also: Mountain Pony. 


Lattimore, E.F. Fig tree. Morrow, 1951 $2 (3-4) 
Sprightly story of an eight-year-old girl and her three brothers. 
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Leaf, Munro. Geography can be fun. Idppincott, 1951 $2 (2-4) 
Black and white cartoons and simple text. Other subjects treated in 
similar manner — arithmetic, fair play, grammar, health, history, 
manners, safety. 


LeSueur, Meridel. Chanticleer of wilderness road. Knopf, 1951 $2.50 
(5+) 
The legend of Davy Crockett. 


McCloskey, Robert. Centerburg tales. Viking, 1951 $2.50 (5+) 
Homer Price solves amusing dilemmas. Tall tale humor. Also: Homer 
Price. 


Mason, M.E. Caroline and her kettle named Maud. Macmillan, 1951 

$2 (3-4) 

Caroline wanted a gun but found her copper kettle was what she really 
prized. Also: The grey-nosed kitten. 


Mathiesen, Egon. The blue-eyed pussy. Doubleday, 1951 $2 (2-3) 
Picture story of a Siamese cat. 


Olds, H.D. Fisherman Jody. Messner, 1951 $1.50 (45) 
Action-filled pictures. Adventures of ten-year-old boy. Informative 
and appealing. An Everyday Adventure Story. 


O'Neill, Hester. The picture story of Alaska. McKay, 1951 $2.50 (45) 
Attractive book in a series useful to introduce such places as Alaska, 
Hawaii, Norway, Philippines. Some emphasis on children. 


Orton, H.F. Mystery over the brick wall. Lippincott, 1951. $1.75 (4-5) 
Real mystery appeal for younger children and older girls with reading 
problems. Other mystery stories by same author. 


Palazzo, Tony. Charley the horse. Viking, 1950 $2.50 (1-3) 
After trying a race-horse life, a milk-wagon horse concludes his own 
life best. 


Pistorius, Anna, What dog is it? Wilcox, 1951 $1.50 (3-5) 
Forty-nine breeds of dogs pictured and described in brief paragraphs. 
Others in series on animals, birds, butterflies, wild flowers. 


Regli, Adolph. Young readers cowboy stories. Lantern, 1951 $2.50 (5+) 
Short stories of cowboys and horses. The 20 Young Readers Stories vary 
in subjects and appeal. Writing is not outstanding. 


Renick, Marion. Nicky's football team. Scribner, 1951 $2 (2-4) 
Boys with their first football learn something about fair play. 


Rounds, Glen. Hunted horses. Holiday, 1951 $2.25 (4) 
Portrayal of vanishing bands of wild horses -- realistic, not sentimental. 


gt Herman and Schneider, Nina. Plants in the city. Day, 1951 
$2.50 (4 
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A book to help those who live in a city understand and enjoy nature. 
Experiments and illustrative drawings. Other titles: Let's find out, 


works, Now try this, You among the stars. 


Scott, Sally. little Wiener. Harcourt, 1951 $1.75 (2-3) 
Easy-to-read story of 3 dogs -- one stupid, one beautiful and Little 
Wiener. 


Sellew, C.F. Adventures with the giants. Little, 1950 $2.50 (5) 
Fourteen stories of the Norsemen retold simply and dramatically. Well 
illustrated. Also: Adventures with the gods. 


Stevenson, Augusta. Wilbur and Orville Wright, boys with wings. Bobbs- 
Merrill, 1951 $1.75 (3-4) (Childhood of Famous Americans) 
Story-biography which begins with early boyhood. Over 50 titles in 
series. Emphasis on childhood limits usefulness. 


Turner, Mina. Town meeting means me. Houghton, 1951 $1.50 (3-5) 
Introduction to an understanding of local government. 


Witty, Paul. Farm animals. Heath, 1950 $.32 (1) 

A series of film-story books based upon sound motion pictures of the same 
titles produced and distributed by Encyclopedia Britannica Films, Inc., 
Wilmette, Illinois. Titles include also: Three little kittens, Gray 
squirrel, Shep the farm dog, The fireman, The mailman, The food store, 

A day at the fair. 


Woolley, Catherine. Ginnie joins in. Morrow, 1951 $2 (3-5) 
Ginnie has an adventurous summer at the lake and begins to grow up. 


Zeffo, G.J. The big book of real locomotives. Grosset, 1951 $1 (3) 
Full-page pictures and easy text. Other titles about airplanes, boats, 
building machines, fire engines, trains, trucks. 


Zim, H.S. The great whales. Morrow, 1951 $2 (3-4) 

Excellent series of nature study books. Suitable for beginning readers. 
Will appeal to all ages. Titles include: Elephants, Frogs and toads, 
Goldfish, Golden hamsters, Owls, Homing pigeons, Rabbits, Snakes. 


SOME USEFUL SERIES IN WORKING WITH PERSONS 
WHO HAVE READING PROBLEMS 


American adventure series. Wheeler $1.52 (3-5) 
12 titles in this series. 


Aviation Readers. Macmillan $1.20 - $1.76 (1-6) 
Six graded titles in series. 


Basic Science Education Series. Row, Peterson $.36 - $.48 (1-7) 


Attractive, useful science readers on three reading levels -- primary, 
intermediate and junior high. 
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Core - vocabulary readers. Macmillan $1.28 - $1.60 (1-3) 
These three readers have wide appeal. 


Golden books. Simon and Schuster $.25 (1-3) 
Over 50 titles are recommended for school and public library use. 


SOME BASIC AND SPECIAL BIBLIOGRAPHIES 


Bush, B.C. and others 
Fare for the reluctant reader. New York State College for Teachers, 


Albany. 1951 50¢ 


Durrell, D.D. and Sullivan, H.B. 
High interest low vocabulary booklist. Educational Clinic. Boston 
University School of Education, 332 Bay State Road, Boston. 1950 50¢ 


Fihe, P.J. and others 
Books for adult beginners, grades 1 to 7. Rev. ed. American Library 
Association, Chicago. 1946 75¢ 


Illinois State Library 
Books for retarded readers. Illinois State Library, Springfield. 1951 
Free 


lake, Ruth 
Arousing interest in reading. Institute of Applied Arts and Sciences, 
Buffalo. 1951 Free 


lutz, U.D. 
Books for severely retarded junior high school readers. (In English 
Journal v. 39 no. 8 October 1950, p. 439-447) 


New York State Education Department 

Books for retarded and reluctant readers, comp. by Anna Clark Kennedy. 
Reprinted, with additions, from the Bulletin to the Schools, September 
1947. New edition in preparation. New York State Education Department, 
Albany. Free 


Sprague, Lois 
Non-fiction books for retarded readers in the upper grades. (In 
Elementary English v. 28 no. 1 January 1951, pages 28 - 34) 


Strang, Ruth 
Gateways to readable books. 2d ed. H. W. Wilson, 1952 $2.75 


ae ee 


Reprints of this list are available on request. Address The Bookmark, 
Book Information Section, New York State Library, Albany 1, New York. 


The Bookmark -140- March, 1952 





ie 


tg 


ALL FISSION 


A Selected List Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Sarah J. Schenck, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, can be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


AMERICAN BUSINESS 


Carr, C. C. Alcoa, an American enterprise. Rinehart. 1952. 292p. 
622.97 C311 
Conference on Business Cycles, New York, 1949. Conference on Business 

Cycles. N. Y. National Bureau of Economic Research. 1951. 4433p. 
(rNational Bureau of Economic Researchy Special conference series, 2) 
338.54 C748 

Horn, S. F. This fasconating lumber business. Bobbs-Merrill. 1951. 
313p. 674 H8la 


BIOGRAPHY 


Chester, Giraud. Embattled maiden; the life of Anna Dickinson. 
Putnam. 1951. 307p. 396.09 B553c 
Darrah, W. C. Powell of the Colorado. Princeton Univ. Press. 1951. 
426p. 550.92 P886d 
Fitzpatrick, E. A. la Salle, patron of all teachers. Bruce Pub. Co. 
1951. 428p. 271.78 2932 
Green, A. W. Henry Charles Carey, nineteenth-century sociologist. 
Univ. of Pennsylvania Press. 1951. 218p. 330.92 C27¢g 


IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN THE LITERARY WORLD 


Berkman, Sylvia. Katherine Mansfield, a critical study. Yale Univ. 
Press. 1951.  246p. 823.91 M287Ab 

Bishop, Morris. The life and adventures of La Rochefoucauld. Cornell 
Univ. Press. 1951.  282p. 848.4 L32Ab 


Kridl, Manfred, ed. Adam Mickiewicz, poet of Poland; a symposiun. 
Columbia Univ. Press. 1951. 292p. (Columbia Slavic studies). 
891.851 M625Ak 
Patterson, Rebecca. The riddle of Emily Dickinson. Houghton Mifflin. 
1951. 4354p. 811.49 D554p3 
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MEN OF HISTORY 


Alden, J. R. General Charles Lee, traitor or patriot? Louisiana 
State Univ. Press. 1951. 369p. 973.309 14723 
Barnhart, J. D., ed. Henry Hamilton and George Rogers Clark in the 
American Revolution, with the unpublished Journal of Henry Hamilton. 
Crawfordsville, Ind. R. E. Banta. 1951. 244. 973.3348 H218b 
Fay, C. R. Huskisson and his age. Longmans. 1951. 398p. 
942.07 zh9of 


FOLK SONGS & FOLKLORE 


Banta, R. B., ed. Hoosier caravan, a treasury of Indiana life and lore. 
Indiana Univ. Press. 1951. 500p. 810.8 B219 
Boyer, W. E., ed. Songs along the Mahantongo; Pennsylvania Dutch folk- 
songs, gathered & edited by Walter E. Boyer, Albert F. Buffington 
rand Don Yoder. Lancaster. Pennsylvania Dutch Folklore Center. 
1951. 231p. 784.49748 B791 
Harkins, W. E. Russian folk epos in Czech literature, 1800-1900. 
King's Crown Press. 1951. 282p. (Columbia Slavic studies). 
891.86 H282 


WILD LIFE 


Allen, A. A. Stalking birds with color camera; a presentation of 331 
illus. in natural color from Kodachrome and Ektachrome photos., 
showing 266 species of North American birds. Edited by Gilbert Gros- 
venor. Washington. National Geographic Society. 1951. 328p. 

598.297 Ah25 

Pinner, Erna. Curious creatures, written and illustrated by Erna Pinner. 
London. Cape. 1951. 256p. 591.5 P656 


FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Ealy, Lawrence. Republic of Panama in world affairs, 1903-1950. 
Univ. of Pennsylvania Press. 1951.  207p. 327.86 Ell 
Frye, R. N., ed. The Near East and the Great Powers. Harvard Univ. 
Press. 1951. 214. 956 FOL8 


FINANCIAL &ECONOMIC MATTERS 


Boehmler, E. W., ed. Financial institutions, by Erwin W. Boehmler, 
.editor.and others; . Irwin. 1951.  650p. 332 B671 

Bolton, H. A. Investment advice for professional men, by Howard A. 
Bolton and Wilford J. Eiteman. Ann Arbor, Mich. Masterco Press. 1951. 


90p. 332.67 B694 
Cooper, R. U. Investments for professional people. Macmillan. 1951. 
342p. 332.6 C778 
Myers, C. A. The dynamics of a labor market; a study of the impact of 
employment changes on labor mobility... - bya Charles A. Myers -and3z 
George P. Shultz. Prentice-Hall. 1951. 219p. (Prentice-Hall 
studies in industrial relations). 331.137 M996 
Penrose, E, T. The economics of the international patent system. 
Johns Hopkins Press. 1951. 24?p. (Johns Hopkins University studies 
in historical and political science. Extra volumes. New ser., no. 30). 
608 P417 
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A Selected List from New York State 


Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and Exchange Section 

AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. Opinions of comptroller relating to 
municipal government, 1948. (1951) 683p. (Vol. 4) 

___. Report of the comptroller on the operation of the state employees’ 
retirement system, 29th...as of March 31, 1949. (1950) 65p. 
___ __- 30th...as of March 31, 1950. (1951) 8lp. 
BANKING DEPT. Annual report, 10lst, superintendent of banks...for the 
year ended December 31, 1951, part 1. (1952) 126p. 


(Legis Doc 1952 no. 22) 
The executive budget, the governor's message including 
(Legis Doc 1952 no. 31) 


BUDGET, DIV. OF. 
summary tables, 1952-1953. 1952. 6lp. 


BUFFALO STATE HOSPITAL. Annual report, 79th...for the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 1949. (1951) 4p. 
COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 1950. (1951) 46p. Cover-title: 
Expansion under war clouds. 
Children's court act of 


Division of probation. 
1951. 53p. 


CORRECTION, DEPT. OF. 
the state of New York with amendments through 1951. 


COURT OF CLAIMS. Annual report...for the year ending December 31, 1949. 


(Legis Doc 1950 no. 78) 
Directory of elementary school principals and super- 
1952. 96p 


(1952) 1 sheet. 


1950. 2l1p. 
EDUCATION DEPT. 
visors of New York state, 1951-52. 


Education-an American heritage. 


Registered dentists, dental schools, dental hygienists, 1950-52. 
(University of the state of New York bulletin no. 1402, 


(1951) 143p. 
December 1951) 
Should I teach? prepared by Dwight E. Beecher. 


___. Bureau of guidance. 
(1951) 12p. 


The Bookmark 


March, 1952 





EDUCATION DEPT. Division of research. Education for personal and family 
living and its relation to home economics education by Esther F. 
Segner and Ethel L. Cornell. (1951) 195p. 

All requests should be sent to: Dr. Warren Coxe, Division of 
Research, State Education Department, Albany 1, New York. 


GOVERNOR. (Thomas E. Dewey). Message...in relation to reapportionment 
of congressional districts of New York state, extraordinary ses- 
sion, (December 5, 1951) 1951. 3p. (Legis Doc 1951 no. 84) 


__. Message...to the legislature, January 9, 1952. 1952. 28p. 
(Legis Doc 1952 no. 1) 


HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Directory; embalmers, undertakers, funeral directors 
registered 1949-1950. (1951) 1811p. 


___ The gift of life. (1951) 29p. 
___ The public health law revised to June 30, 1950. (1951) 220p. 


HOUSING RENT COMMISSION. Rent and eviction regulations...amendment no.8 
effective February 1, 1952. (1952) 8p. 


INSURANCE DEPT. Annual report, 9lst of the superintendent of insurance 
for year ended December 31, 1949. Vol. III-A, casualty and surety 
companies, title companies, vol. III-B, fraternal benefit societies. 
1950. var. pag. (Legis Doc 1950 no. 85) 


The problem of the uninsured motorist, a report by deputy superin- 
tendent George H. Kline and Carl 0. Pearson to superintendent of 
insurance, Alfred J. Bohlinger. 1951. ‘4p. 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of research and statistics. The child labor 
laws and their administration in New York state. (1951) 55p. 
(Publication no. B-48, November 1951) 


LAW, DEPT. OF. Narcotics, a growing problem..a public challenge...a 
plan for action....a report by Nathaniel L. Goldstein, Attorney 
General. (1952) 12lp. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 27) 


LEGISLATURE. List of the members of the legislature of the state of 
New York for the year 1952. 1952. 23p. 


MENTAL HYGIENE, DEPT. OF. Mental hygiene law and general orders. 1951. 
303p. 


MILITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS, DIV. OF. A brief in behalf of the future 
of the national guard, prepared under the direction of Major General 
Karl F. Hausaver. 1951. 37p. 


The national guard and universal military “ae and service; 
1 


an address by Colonel Charles G. Stevenson. (195 18p. 


NATURAL RESOURCES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Informal conference 
on Long Island shellfish pollution, October 19, 1951. 
(1951) 19p. Mimeo. 
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NATURAL RESOURCES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Resume conference on 
New York state water resources, pollution control and soil conser- 
vation, August 23, 1951. (1951) 55p. Mimeo. 


___. Resume forestry field inspection tour and conference, June 28, 29, 
1951. (1951) 30p. Mimeo. 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Division of library extension. Friends of the 
library or goodwill ambassadors: who they are?, how are they 
organized? what do they do? (1951) Folder. 


PUBLIC WORKS, DEPT. OF. Report on state arterial route plans in the 


Plattsburgh urban area. 1951. 75p. and appendix. NOT AVAILABLE 
FOR DISTRIBUTION. 


REAPPORTIONMENT, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report... (November 28, 
1951) extraordinary session. 1951. 5p. (Legis Doc 1951 no. 94) 


SAFETY, DIV. OF. Bureau of fire mobilization and control. Training 
auxiliary firemen in local fire departments. (1952) 4p. (State 
auxiliary fire training program) 


SARATOGA SPRINGS COMMISSION. Annual report, Saratoga Springs Commission 
and Saratoga Springs Authority, 1951. (1951) np. Mimeo. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Commercial 
storage of cut flowers by Kenneth Post and C. W. Fischer, jr. (1951) 
14p. (Cornell extension bulletin 853, January 1952) 


Department of agricultural economics. New York economics handbook, 
1952 agricultural outlook prepared by extension staff. (1951) 
var. pag. Mimeo. (A,E. 786, December 1951) 


Department of agricultural economics and animal husbandry. Accounts 
for county dairy herd improvement cooperatives prepared by G.W. Hedlund 
and J.D. Burke. (1951) 22p. (A.B. 788, January 1952) 


STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY, Syracuse. Cooperative forest fire control 
policy determination and administration in the Clark-McNary Grant-in- 
aid program by John B. Kling. 1951. 1106p. 

STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, Ithaca. Foods 
from the freezer: precooked and prepared by Faith Fenton. (1951) 
3lp. (Cornell extension bulletin 692, revised August 1951) 


STATEWIDE BUILDING CODES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report... 
February 20, 1951. 1951. 33p. (Legis Doc 1951 no. 46) 


TREASURY, DIV. OF THE. Annual report...for the fiscal year April l, 
1950-March 31, 1951. 33p. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 14) 


VETERANS' AFFAIRS, DIV. OF. Legislative program, 1952. (1951) 43p. 
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Edited by I. Marie Gustafson and Marion H. Vedder 
Library Extension 


Chemung County. A new branch library opened in the Town Hall of West 
Elmira in January as part of the Chemung County Library system, 
operated by the Steele Memorial Library of Elmira. This library's 
circulation during 1951 showed a gain of 64,779, including use of 
the bookmobile which has completed one year of service. 


Erie County. Free public circulation of phonograph records is a new 
service soon to be offered by the Grosvenor Library and the Erie 
County Public Library to the residents of Erie County. 

$70,000 was transferred from the capital reserve funds of the 
former Hamburg Union Free School District 8 to be used by the 
Blasdell Free Library for the purpose of erecting a new library 
building. In addition, the Village of Blasdell plans to donate 
the site for the new building. 

The Board of Supervisors of Erie County approved the budget 
request of the Erie County Public Library Board for the year 
1952. $1,801,923.79 has been assigned to the County Library for 
1952. 

12,484 books were circulated in 1951 on an inter-library loan 
basis. This is an interesting figure, for it shows the growth 
of this service since 1949 when it was first started. In 1949, 
inter-library loans totaled 3,568, in 1950 6,004. 

The Grosvenor Library soon will start its new Business and 
Labor department, with Elizabeth Dorsey as head. 

Book use in Erie County increased by 316,873 volumes, a gain 
of 9.8 percent in 1951 over the year 1950. 


Jefferson County. At a recent meeting of the Carthage Free Library. 
Association Mrs. Robert Deery, chairman of the library fund drive, 
reported that $1,195.25 had been realized from the canvass. 


Lewis County. Mrs. Ethel Moore, librarian of the Beaver Falls Public 
Library, reports doing a rather extensive weeding project in her 
library and also the recent addition of a new electric clock. 

The William H. Bush Free Library of Martinsburg has been com- 
pletely redecorated. Fluorescent lighting has been installed and 
the librarian, Mrs. Anna Payne, is now planning a reorganization 
of the collection. 
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Madison County. Canastota Public Library has been painted throughout and 
the floors refinished. The reading room has new draperies, tables, 
lamps and a red davenport and chair. 


Monroe County. Rutherford D. Rogers will become director of the 
Rochester Public Library on April 1. He will succeed Dr. John Adams 
Lowe who retires at that date. Mr. Rogers has been director of the 
Grosvenor Library, Buffalo, since 1948. 


Nassau County. A water color exhibit by a Baldwin artist, Lester G. 
Chapin, was featured recently by the branch of the Baldwin Public 
Library. 

The Hewlett-Woodmere Public Library first attained international 
fame by being chosen by the U. S. Department of State to be written 
up in its magazine which is circulated abroad. Now it will be known 
nationally from the article, "How Community Spirit Came to Hewlett, 
L.I.," in the February issue of Parents' Magazine. 


Onondaga County. The Syracuse Public Library created good will by the 
recent installation of a Drive-Up Book Return. Installed at the first 
of the year, there has been a daily average of 70 books returned. 

One of the television stations showed the Book Return in use on three 
of its news broadcasts. The 37th edition of the Gold Star List of 
American Fiction will soon be ready for distribution. Thirty new 
titles have been added. 


Orange County. Bertha Borland, librarian at the Goshen Public Library 
for more than 30 years, died on January 18. 


Saratoga County. The women of Ballston Spa are planning a concert for 
the benefit of a library building fund. 
Corinth Free Library celebrated its 25th anniversary on January 6. 
It was also the anniversary of its first year in the new library 
building. Saratoga Springs Public Library reports 43,366 visitors 
during the past year. 


Tioga County. Two new tables equipped with chairs adorn the children's 
section of the Coburn Free Library in Owego. The new furniture was 
given the library through interest aroused by the Friends of the 
Library. Members of the book committee arranged an exhibit of 
"Children's Books of Other Years." The exhibit includes children's 
books printed as early as 1625. 


Tompkins County. The annual meeting and election of officers of the 
Friends of the Public Library in Ithaca was held on January 31. A 
short business session was followed by a talk by Paul Berg of the 
Cornell Reading Improvement Program on “Improvement in reading 
habits." The Friends of the Library was organized in Ithaca in 
the fall of 1946, and has been actively engaged in constructive 
work for the library ever since. The secretary reports that in the 
years 1950 and 1951, $2,283.19 was spent in direct benefit of the 
library. The present membership is 292. Membership in the group 
costs one dollar a year, and the only money-making project the 
Friends undertake is an annual sale of old books. The fifth annual 
sale netted $917.89. 
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Washington County. A library promotion workshop was held recently at 
the Hudson Falls Public Library for home bureaus, conducted by I. 
Marie Gustafson. This year's library topic dealt with "Reading 
for Children." A study of why children read, what they read, and 
what they should read, including a discussion on comics, was re- 
viewed by the librarian and leaders. Irene Mullie, Hudson Falls 
public school librarian, gave an illustrated report on children's 
magazines. 


Westchester County. On January 1 new titles were adopted for all pro- 
fessional library positions in the Mount Vernon Public Library con- 
forming to those recently recommended for public libraries under 
civil service by the Personnel Administration Committee of the 
New York Library Association. The salary schedule also has been 
revised. 

The proposed addition to the White Plains Public Library is 
$120,000 nearer. In the first part of the 1952 budget $40,000 was 
added by the city to the capital funds for this purpose, and a re- 
quest was made for an additional allocation of $100,000 in 1952/1953. 
Cost of the project was estimated originally at $400,000, but it is 
expected that it will be higher now. -—-A new entrance for the Dobbs 
Ferry Library has been proposed as a World War II memorial. --The 
Yonkers Public Library adopted a 1952 budget of $147,460. The amount 
represents an increase of $7,450 over the 1951 figure. --The New 
Rochelle Public Library reports an increase in circulation of over 
8,000. The library has received a donation of $100 from the Henry 
Futtermann Fund in New York City for the purchase of linguaphone 
sets. --A new library will soon open in Pound Ridee. The Hiram-Halle 
Memorial library Association is making preparations to open a li- 
brary and cultural center in the spring. A building on the Halle 
Estate is being renovated for this purpose. --The Westchester Union 
Catalog is gradually extending its hours of opening and is now open 
from 10 to 5, Mondays through Fridays. --The White Plains Public 
Library reports an increase in adult circulation of about 9,000 for 
1951. The White Plains Public Library helped in the city-wide cele- 
bration of the 175th anniversary of the Battle of White Plains. 
Dorothy S. Truesdale, Chief of the Reference Department, was a 
member of the civic committee planning the event. Much of the 
historical research needed for the pageant was done by the Reference 
Department. A booklist, "White Plains and the American Revolution," 
was prepared for distribution, and old city maps were displayed in 
the building.— Katherine M. Holden, Assistant Director, Mount Vernon 
Public Library, is one of approximately 2,000 delegates selected by 
the U. S. Department of State to attend the Third National Conference 
of the U. S. National Commission for UNESCO, held at Hunter College, 
January 27-31. 
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Edited by S. Gilbert Prentiss, Traveling Libraries 


Examination for Catalog Section Head: Due to the resignation of James W. 
Henderson, an examination for head of the Catalog Section, State Library, 
has been scheduled for April 26, 1952. The last date for filing applica- 
tions is March 21. The salary for this position is $4710-5774 plus what- 
ever cost of living adjustment the legislature allows. Further information 
may be obtained from Dr. Robert Deily, Principal Librarian, Chief of Tech- 
nical Processes. Applications may be obtained from the State Civil Service 
Commission, State Office Building, Albany, N.Y. 


Standards for Branch Libraries: Five consultants met in Albany on Feb- 
ruary 13 to study the branch library situation in New York State in coop- 
eration with the staff of Library Extension Division. They are: Helena S. 
Le Fevre, Adriance Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie; Mrs. Thelma King, Steele 
Memorial Library, Elmira; John McCory, New York Public Library; William T. 
O'Rourke, Buffalo Public Library; Irving Lieberman, Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary. Their purpose is to make recommendations to the Board of Regents 
for the passage of an equitable set of workable standards. A joint meet- 
ing of the consultants and an advisory group will be held on March 21, to 
be followed by a final meeting on March 31. It is planned to hold a gen- 
eral hearing on the consultants' report at a date to be announced. 


New Guide for County Library Planners: An attractive pamphlet, "Toward 
Better Library Service for All," has been prepared by the NYLA Sub-Com- 
mittee on Library Development. This is an important guide to planning 
county library programs. The pamphlet will be distributed for New York 
Library Association by Library Extension Division, The New York State 
Library, Albany, N.Y. 


Traveling Libraries 60 Years Old: In 1892, the traveling library system 
was authorized by legislation although the first traveling library was 
not sent out until February 8, 1893. The original rules provided that 100 
books might be lent to public libraries for a fee of $5 and where no li- 
brary existed, books could be lent on petition of 25 resident taxpayers. 
Provision was also made for loans to university extension centers and 
study clubs. Today, from an ever-growing collection, books from Traveling 
Libraries are sent all over the State wherever adequate library service 
is not available. See The Bookmark, February 1951, p.103, for full ac- 
count of Traveling Libraries. 


Law Library Serves as Classroom: Forty students of the graduate program 
in Public Administration were recently given an orientation course in the 
types of materials and use of souree materials in legal research by Ernest 
H. Breuer, law librarian. Mr. Breuer also gave a similar course of in- 
struction to ten students from Bard College who were majoring in Constitu- 
tional History. 
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Instruction for Medical Secretaries: On February 7 and February 11, 
Maude E. Nesbit, medical librarian, instructed 15 students of the Albany 
Business College who are preparing to become medical secretaries. The 
problem included the finding of medical references and the preparation 
of medical bibliographies and papers. 


The American Heritage Discussed: "Libraries and the American Heritage" 

was the subject of the winter meeting of the Hudson-Mohawk Library Asso- 
ciation in the beautiful new library of the College of St. Rose on Feb- 
ruary 9. Mrs. Mildred V.D. Mathews, Supt. of Adult Services, New York 
Public Library, gave a stimulating report of the American Heritage project 
as developed by the New York Public Library's program. 


New York Folklore Society Meets: The annual winter meeting of the New 
York Folklore Society was held at the New York Historical Society in New 
York City on February 9. Its official organ is The New York Folklore Quar- 
terly, which is a valuable addition to a library collection. Regular sub- 
scription price for the Quarterly, $2.50 annually, single copies 75¢. 
Address all inquiries regarding membership or dues to Robert W. Crooks, 
The Farmers' Museum, Inc., Cooperstown, N. Y. 


Library Public Relations Council Plans: A field trip on March 11 and an 
annual meeting May 5 are planned by the Library Public Relations Council, 
membership in which is open to anyone actively interested in library pub- 
lic relations. Dues are $2 a year, the fiscal year beginning July 1. If 
you want to join, send check or money order to the Treasurer, Paul Wasser- 
man, Brooklyn Public Library, Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn 17, N.Y. 


Nominations for ALA Awards Due: Letters of nomination of not more than 
150 words for the following awards are requested: The Joseph W. Lippin- 
cott Award of $500 will be given "for distinguished service in the pro- 
fession of librarianship, such service to include outstanding participa- 
tion in the activities of professional library associations; notable pub- 
lished professional writing; or other significant activity on behalf of 
the profession and its aims." The Letter Awards are for $100 each and are 
given "to a librarian who, in line of duty, contributes most to emphasize 
the human qualities of service in librarianship"; and "to a library for 
distinguished contribution to the development of enlightened public opin- 
ion on an issue of current or continuing importance." Send your letters 
to ALA Committee on Awards, Harriet I. Carter, Chairman, Extension Divis- 
ion, Indiana State Library, 140 N. Senate Avenue, Indianapolis 4, Indiana. 
You have only until April 15, 1952. 


Conference Dates Ahead: Special Libraries Association Convention, May 
25-29, 1952, Statler Hotel, New York City; ALA Conference, June 29-July 
5,. New York City; NYLA, October 19-22, Lake Placid Club. 


Note: Attention is called to a timely article in the Civil Service Leader 
for February 5, 1952, p.7, entitled, "At Attica State Prison, A Great Idea 
Takes Hold." The Great Books project at this institution is aiding in the 
rehabilitation of the men who attend three different groups under the 
leadership of a librarian, an engineer and a clerk. 
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State Institution Libraries 


Our leading article this month deals with the 
current situation in institution libraries of New 
York State. In the fall of 1949, Marion H. Vedder 
began her work of acquainting institutions with 
the resources of the New York State Library and 
of advising on library services. She has now vis- 
ited at least once all libraries which are under 
the jurisdiction of the Departments of Correction, 
Health, Mental Hygiene and Social Welfare. 


Books are instruments for entertainment, in- 
formation, re-creation and mental therapy. Their 
exact effect is not measurable, but there is ample 
evidence of their influence. People in institu- 


tions need good reading as much, if not more, than 
do people outside. 


see eR HR OK OM 


Correction: The quotation from Dr. Pierce Butler's 
article on "Librarianship as a Profession," in last 
month's editorial, was from The Library Quarterly, 


not The Library Journal. We very much regret this 
error. 








